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A meeting of The State Board of the Great Outdoors Colorado Trust Fund convened at  
09:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 12, 2026

 

 
Dan Gibbs (DNR)
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The State Board of the Great Outdoors Colorado Trust Fund meeting adjourned at  

1:03 p.m. on Thursday, March 13, 2026 



State Board of the  
GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO TRUST FUND 

Resolution 2026-01 
March 12, 2026 

 

A Resolution Approving the Fiscal Year 2026-2030 Spending Plan Amendment 
 

This resolution is made in view of the following facts: 

 
1. Per Article XXVII(6)(2)(e) of the Colorado Constitution, the board shall determine what portion of moneys 

allocated to the trust fund shall remain in an interest-bearing account; 
 

2. The GOCO Board has adopted policy 2.10 Multiyear and Annual Spending Plans, which details all factors 

that must be considered regarding board authorized spending; 
 

3. On March 14, 2025, via Resolution 2025-03, the GOCO board approved a five-year spending plan for fiscal 
years 2026-2030;  

 

4. The board now desires to make strategic adjustments to fiscal year (FY) 2026 allocations; and 
 

5. On February 12, 2026, the Finance Committee recommended that a five-year spending plan amendment 
be forwarded to the full board for approval. 

 

Accordingly, the board RESOLVES to: 
 

1. Amend the five-year spending plan as follows and as attached: 

 

a. Allocate $2.3 million from the reserve to the open space purpose in FY 2026 to support a high 

priority land acquisition; and 

b. Allocate an additional $119,000 from the reserve to the open space purpose in FY 2026 to restore 

direct expenditures that were inadvertently omitted in the December 2025 spending plan 

amendment.  

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the State Board of the Great Outdoors 

Colorado Trust Fund on March 12, 2026.   

 

 

 

 Jahi Simbai, GOCO Board Secretary 
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State Board of the  

GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO TRUST FUND 

Resolution 2026-02 

March 12, 2026 

 

A Resolution Approving Investments Through Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) for 
Outdoor Recreation and Wildlife Program Investments 

 

This resolution is made in view of the following facts: 

1. The FY 26 GOCO spending plan allocation for outdoor recreation purpose investments totals 
$17,133,599; CPW requests $18,106,248, which includes $972,649 reauthorized from grants 

that expired on June 30, 2025; 

2. The FY 26 GOCO spending plan allocation for wildlife purpose investments totals $17,133,599; 

CPW requests $17,963,437, which includes $829,838 reauthorized from grants that expired on 

June 30, 2025; 

3. The GOCO spending plan does not define amounts for capital or annual operating expenses; 

4. Investments in outdoor recreation programs detailed in CPW’s FY 26-27 Annual Investment 
Proposal include: 

a. Establish and Improve State Parks - $13,894,240 

b. Public Information and Environmental Education - $1,796,000 
c. Trails and River Greenways Program - $2,394,893 

d. Water for Recreational Purposes - $21,115 

 
5. Investments in wildlife programs detailed in CPW’s FY 26-27 Annual Investment Proposal 

include: 
a. Habitat Management - $9,730,763 

b. Wildlife Heritage - $6,701,212 

c. Wildlife Education and Environment - $1,386,563 
d. Wildlife Viewing - $144,899 

 

Accordingly, the board resolves: 

1. That the investments described in CPW’s FY 26-27 Investment Proposal for outdoor recreation 
and wildlife purpose funds are approved for GOCO funding in the amount of $36,069,685. 

Operational funds are available through June 30, 2027. Capital funds are available through 

June 30, 2029 (consistent with the procedures of the State Legislature’s Capital Development 

Committee); 

2. Staff is authorized and directed to take the following actions: 
a. Administer the investments in these projects according to the proposal approved by 

the GOCO Board and the conditions of the MOA; and 

b. Reimburse CPW for expenditures incurred for the investments approved by the GOCO 
Board; 
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3. The executive director is hereby empowered to make minor adjustments and additions in the 
funding awards, in consultation with the director of Colorado Parks and Wildlife, except that 

any shift in the use of these funds from capital to operations must be brought to the GOCO 

Board for approval. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the State Board of the Great 

Outdoors Colorado Trust Fund on March 12, 2026. 

 

__________________________________ 

  Jahi Simbai, GOCO Board Secretary 
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State Board of the 
GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO TRUST FUND 

Resolution 2026-03 
March 12, 2026 

 
A Resolution Approving an Out of Cycle Land Acquisition Grant 

 

This Resolution is made in view of the following facts: 

 
1. GOCO considers out-of-cycle land acquisitions for urgent opportunities that occur outside of a pre-

established grant cycle; 
 

2. Out-of-cycle land acquisition requests are reviewed through a process that mirrors the competitive elements 

of GOCO’s standard grant cycles; 
 

3. GOCO received a proposal for the acquisition of Braun Ranch, a 347-acre property in north-central Jefferson 
County, which was recommended for funding based on urgency, infeasibility of waiting for the next cycle, 

project readiness, and the significant conservation and public-access outcomes achieved through the 

acquisition; 
 

4. In December 2025, the board approved the full allocation of the fiscal year open space funding when 
approving cycle 1 grant awards; 

 

5. Therefore, the board recommended to augment open space funding by reallocating $2,300,000 from the 

reserve in support of this project; and 

 

6. On February 12, 2026, the Programs Committee recommended funding this project in the amount of 

$2,300,000. 

 

Accordingly, the board resolves:  
 

1. Award $2,300,000 to fund the project identified in the attached “FY26 Out-of-Cycle Application”; 

 

2. Finance this award with $2,300,000 in open space purpose funding, as outlined in section 5 above; and 

 

3. Authorize the executive director to make minor adjustments in recommended funding levels if a project 
cannot proceed as anticipated. In the event significant funding changes are necessary as these projects 

progress, the executive director will consult with the board for additional direction.  

 
I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the State Board of the Great Outdoors Colorado 

Trust Fund on March 12, 2026. 
 

 

 
Jahi Simbai, GOCO Board Secretary 
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State Board of the 
GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO TRUST FUND 

Resolution 2026-04 
March 12, 2026 

 
A Resolution Approving a Discretionary Investment in the RESTORE Colorado Program 

 

This resolution is made in view of the following facts: 

 
1. GOCO helped create, and continues to participate in, a multi-year, collaboratively funded grant program with 

private, state, and national funding partners that addresses landscape-scale habitat restoration priorities, 
known as RESTORE Colorado; 

 

2. As provided by Article XXVII of the Colorado Constitution and further articulated in GOCO Board Policy 2.11(E), 
the board may award funding to ineligible entities for expenditures that accomplish one or more eligible 

constitutional purposes; 
 

3. GOCO does not currently recognize the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) as an entity eligible to 

receive GOCO funding under any funding category;  
 

4. As a Congressionally chartered, national foundation with decades of experience awarding and administering 

grants, often involving several disparate funding sources, NFWF is best suited to administer the RESTORE 
Colorado program on behalf of the program partners; 

 
5. The board allocated a total of $1,515,000 to the RESTORE Colorado program in its FY26 spending plan with 

$115,000 of the total as a direct expenditure to NFWF for program administration; and 

 

6. On February 12, 2026, the Programs Committee recommended investing $1,515,000 in open space purpose 
funds to award to the 11-projects and the direct expenditure to NFWF. 

 

Accordingly, the board resolves to:  
 

1. Exercise its discretionary authority and invest $1,515,000 in open space purpose funds to accomplish the 
habitat restoration outcomes envisioned through the RESTORE Colorado program, through NFWF, and to 

categorize this investment as open space purpose funding;  

 
2. Allocate $115,000 of the total as a direct expenditure to NFWF for program administration; and  

 
3. Authorize staff, at the discretion of the executive director, to determine the specific terms and conditions of a 

contract with NFWF and authorize the executive director to execute such contract. The contract shall include 

reporting requirements for both the habitat restoration outcomes of individual grants as well as the overall 
accomplishments of the RESTORE program.  

 
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly adopted by the State Board of the Great Outdoors Colorado 

Trust Fund on March 12, 2026.  
 

 

Jahi Simbai, GOCO Board Secretary 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  GOCO Board 
From:  Amber Shanklin, Grants Officer 
Date:  March 5, 2026 
Re:                  Grant Extension  

 
  
Consistent with the board’s procedure on overdue grants, staff sent reminder notices to grantees with 
approaching due dates. Subsequent communications with grantees led staff to make the following 
recommendations. Please note that the timing of this request from partners prevented staff from bringing this 
to the programs committee for recommendation so we are directly requesting board approval.  
 
ACQUISITION 
 
Centennial Program Implementation 
 
#24835 Wild Horse Ranch - $2M 
 
On December 8, 2023, the board awarded $2M in open space purpose funds to the City of Colorado Springs to 
acquire the 1,018-acre Wild Horse Ranch in eastern Colorado Springs. The original completion date for the 
project was December 8, 2025. The project partners requested a staff extension until March 13, 2026.  
 
GOCO funds will reimburse the City for a portion of the purchase price of $7,500,000. In anticipation of GOCO’s 
funding, the City acquired the property on May 23, 2023 in partnership with The Conservation Fund.  
 
The City is working with Palmer Land Conservancy to encumber the property with a conservation easement, 
the completion of which will trigger GOCO's reimbursement payment. A staff extension was granted in 
December 2025 to allow additional time to finalize the easement. The remaining step is an updated mineral 
report required by Palmer Land Conservancy; the report preparer is currently booked until March. Once the 
mineral report is complete, the partners will record the conservation easement, request reimbursement from 
GOCO, and close out the grant. 
 
The City and its partners remain committed to completing this project. The City anticipates closing on the 
conservation easement and requesting reimbursement no later than May 2026. The City is requesting an 
extension through June 12, 2026 to complete the project. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approval of extension request with the following conditions: 
  
• Complete the conservation easement and request reimbursement from GOCO by June 12, 2026. 
• If the project is not closed by its extension date deadline, funds allocated to it shall be automatically 

deauthorized unless the board takes further action. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  GOCO Programs Committee 
From:  Leah Kahler-Read, Senior Grants Officer 
Date:  March 5, 2026 
Re:                  Grant Extensions  

 
  
Consistent with the board’s procedure on overdue grants, staff sent reminder notices to grantees with 
approaching due dates. Subsequent communications with grantees led staff to make the following 
recommendations. 
 
NON-ACQUISITION 
 
Centennial Program Implementation 
 
#24838 Completion of the Eagle Valley Trail - $7M 
 
On March 15, 2024, the board awarded $7M in local government purpose funds to Eagle County to 
complete the last 7.5 miles of the Eagle Valley Trail. The original completion date for the project is 
March 31, 2026. 
 
This final segment involves difficult engineering and broad collaborative partnerships, including 
discussions with Union Pacific around trail alignment, expected to take at least a year. The terrain in 
certain areas meant work was more technically complex than anticipated, requiring additional time 
on structural engineering design. In addition, large federal match funds were delayed and came with 
more rigorous and lengthy requirements than anticipated, resulting in a two-year delay for permitting 
and review. 
 
The county plans to have approximately 20% of the total 7.5 miles completed by July 2026, and 
another approximately 10% under construction. The county is requesting an extension through March 
31, 2029 to complete work and submit final reporting. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approval of extension request with the following conditions: 
  
• Complete the project and submit the final report to GOCO by March 31, 2029. 
• If the project is not closed by its extension date deadline, funds allocated to it shall be 

automatically deauthorized unless the board takes further action. 
 
Planning & Capacity  
 
#24306 Watershed Stewards Program Manager – $222,610.50 
 
On March 15, 2024, the board awarded $222,610.50 in open space purpose funds to Lake County to 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

develop a regional watershed stewardship program. The original completion date for the project is 
March 31, 2027. 
 
During uncertainty at the federal and state level during the 2025 program year, the Watersheds 
Stewardship Program was temporarily terminated. After the Program was reinstated, efforts have 
been resumed and the project timeline adjusted to reflect the pause in the Program.  
 
The county has received 75% of their award and just over half has been expended. Eight stewards 
have been hired, completing more than 4,000 hours of service to date. The county is requesting an 
extension through December 31, 2027 to complete work and submit final reporting. 
 
Recommendation: 
Approval of extension request with the following conditions: 
 
• Complete the project and submit the final report to GOCO by December 31, 2027. 
• If the project is not closed by its extension date deadline, funds allocated to it shall be 

automatically deauthorized unless the board takes further action. 
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